504                LIFE  OF JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN
BOOK   influence in China. He conceives that the time may come when Russian
XV
. ___^ '___ . forces will be strengthened by hundreds of thousands of Chinese and
1899. Tartars, armed with Russian rifles, drilled and led by Russian officers.
With no military strength to set against that, England must look to
German and American support. America may have no standing army,
but she has enormous resources, and in case of need, just as during the
Civil War, would set great masses marching. He feels sure of American
support [for the open door] in the Far East. England has enough on her
hands in Asia. A second India on the Yangtse River would bo too much
for her to undertake. But she cannot allow herself to be driven out of
China and Persia. Her interest is to maintain until further notice the
integrity of China, Persia and Turkey. But for how long it may be pos-
sible to do this, who can toll? These countries are like empty sacks that
by themselves cannot stand. As to German aspirations, economic or even
colonial, in Asia Minor, there will be no opposition by England if Ger-
many shows herself friendly to England at other points. To work with
America is one of the cardinal points of this policy. He will do nothing
that might offend American feeling. For example he would not lift a
finger on account of South America despite its lands being rich with
promise for the future."
BULOW: "If Chamberlain indeed cherishes tho ideal of common action
between Germany, England and America, he may well try to prevent
fresh misunderstandings between America and Germany. He should use
his great political and personal influence with the Americans to make
clear to them the desirability of political and commercial goodwill towards
Germany."
CHAMBEELAIN: "If England and Germany stood in good and intimate
relations, then England would have a real interest in preventing friction
between Germany and America."
Presently the talk took another turn. Complaining of the
violent Anglophobia of the German press, Chamberlain declared
that if this went on the British people, slow to rouse in such
matters, might come to regard Germany as a settled enemy
whose hostility must be faced. Bulow retorted by attacking the
Berlin correspondent of The Times, whose knowledge and
courage were at that time dreaded by the whole German
Government.
Of German commercial competition Chamberlain takes a more